Infrastructure First – the Charter





In May 2005, HIA will launch Infrastructure First. The initiative is in response to growing concern that Australian governments are failing in their duty to supply and maintain the infrastructure needed for successful and fully-functioning community life, in effect passing our responsibilities on to succeeding generations.








 What is Infrastructure First?





It is an independent group of leading business, community and academic commentators, all with considerable expertise in their respective fields, brought together by the Housing Industry Association to identify how infrastructure shortages affect the quality of life for Australians, and to devise and recommend solutions that achieve positive social, economic and environmental outcomes.





 What are the group’s common aims and purposes?





Individuals are united in their belief that present government policies are not providing the infrastructure that will sustain and develop communities within Australia. They are prepared to work, both individually and as a group, to ensure alternatives to the present unsatisfactory situation are placed in the public domain.





 What makes Infrastructure First different from other groups?





Other organisations are working in the general field of infrastructure investment, but Infrastructure First is the only group dealing specifically with the impact on infrastructure shortages on communities – where people live and work.





Who is involved?


 


The group comprises: Chair: Peter Grigg (HIA National President). Members: Bernard Salt (KPMG), Rod Fehring (Delfin Lend Lease), Heather Ridout (AIG), Peter Crowley (GWA), Kathryn Fagg (BlueScope Steel), Alan Beale (ELGAS), Professor Julian Disney and Professor John Quiggan.





What will Infrastructure First produce?





A series of discussion papers will lead the debate on the need for infrastructure investment and development in urban and rural Australia, concentrating on where people live and work. The first of these papers will be launched at the HIA Expo in Brisbane in May. It is expected the papers will generate a series of media releases, opinion articles, letters to the editor and media interviews. 





